SHAMIR ONLINE

VCA Tracer: Installation and
Operating instructions



What is VCA Tracer?

VCA Tracer is a piece of software that allows you to trace, and import traces to send to Shamir Online.
The software should be installed on a PC with an attached frame tracing machine. It gives you the
ability to trace, import, adjust DBL measurements and set frame references. You can also edit and
resize your traces as you desire. Once you are happy with your trace a single click will transmit it to
your Shamir Online account. Traces can be stored online for as long as you wish. This program will
work with any OMA compliant tracer.

IMPORTANT: Before using VCA Tracer, make sure all other software which may
communicate with your tracer is closed. If this is not done it may prevent the program
from working correctly.



SECTION ONE: INSTALLATION

Locate and unzip the attachment 'vca_tracerinstall.zip’.
Double-click ‘'vca_tracerinstall.exe’ to start the installation process.
Once the installation has finish a new desktop icon named VCA Tracer’ will have appeared.
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Double-click the 'VCA Tracer” icon to open the program.

SECTION TWO: INITIAL SETUP

This section is broken into three stages. If you are using a non-standard tracer e.g. an Essilor
machine then jump straight to stage 3 ‘User Details’.

1) Port Settings
2] Control Shape
3] User Details

Port Settings

The first time you run VCA Tracer you will be faced with two warning messages:

vcatracer @

Before you can start making frame traces the correct configuration {port,speed etc)has to be made in the
following screen. You may need to consultthe tracer manual or supplier.

And...

vcatracer @

Daily check.
Please calibrate the tracer and trace the control shape.

The control shape is a shape traced every day to ensure consistency.

1 The first message is pretty self explanatory. If you are an existing Smart Edge user then you
can copy the port settings from there. However, if you are not, consult the documentation
supplied with your tracer.



Control Shape

Once you have made the necessary port settings the next step is to provide the software with a
‘Master Control Shape’. This ‘Master Control Shape’ is used as a means to verify that your tracer has
been calibrated.

It is important to note that the first trace received by VCA Tracer everyday will be taken as
the Control Shape. Make sure that this step is completed before tracing any real frames.

1 Ideally, you should use the calibration jig supplied with your tracer to perform this routine.

1 Be selected on the Communication tab and then press "Start'.

1 Place the jig in the tracer and set it running. VCA Tracer should recognise the trace once it is
complete. If everything is correct you should receive the following message:

" Interface ¥CA tracer

Carmmunicakion |Traces [ tmpaort || Contral |

Press Start button ko communicate with tracer
Serial Port Missing Contral Shape
Control Shape Check Failed
Port opened. 1
BaudSpeed Master Control Shape 162,65 162,61
Daily Control Shape 162,68 162,61
Contral Shape Check passed
Data bits 5

Parity M Parity “

Stop bits 1

Flow Contral | Hardware v

Control Shape Check passed
Control Trace ? ;l

[ shaow Full laaging

[ Close [ Settings ] [ Wigw Web Site ]

1 You have now set your ‘Master Control Shape’. This can be reviewed on the ‘Control’ tab
within VCA Tracer. As stated already, it will be necessary to provide a copy of the Control
Shape daily. This must be the first trace of the day.



User Details

For VCA Tracer to be successful in communicating with Shamir Online it needs to know what your
user credentials are. To enter these details, complete the following:

Click on the "Settings’ button at the bottom of the window.

A new tab named "Lab set up’ will appear. Navigate to this tab.

You should see the following screen:

Click to highlight ".....Shamir’. The Account number and Password fields should be blank.
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Communication || Traces | Lab set up | Import || Control |

""" Shamir Wser Configuration (dick to update) [ passivelFirewal pass)
Shiamir

Account number (999999 Password |#########| |

Shanir

ftp.hawkstonedesign, co,uk

Password

]

This is needed bo make \ ; ;
e i e http:/ hawkstonedesign. co.uk/Sharmirskart, html

configuration.

Delete

[ Close ] [ Settings ] [ Wiew \Web Site ]

1 Click where it says ‘[click to update]. This allows you to enter your credentials.

IMPORTANT: Enter your account number as per your username for Shamir Online. Do
NOT enter the “.uk’ part of your username here. For example, if your username was
‘999999.uk’ then you would only enter ‘999999’ in the Account number field.

1 Once your details have been entered you can navigate away from this page. There is no need
to click the Update button (that is for another purpose).
9 At this point, close VCA Tracer. All your settings will be saved.



SECTION THREE: TRACING, IMPORTING AND TRANSMITTING

You have now successfully installed and configured VCA Tracer. Now things get even simpler. Below
describes how to trace, import and transmit. Please follow the necessary steps:

Trace [For those with an OMA compliant tracer)

Be sure your Tracer is powered on and open VCA Tracer.

The program should open to the ‘Traces' tab.

Insert your frame and begin the trace.

Once complete, a new listing should appear called ‘No Reference’.
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Highlight the listing and enter a reference for the trace so you are able to identify it easily.
Click the ‘Set Reference’ button to apply your changes.

Import (For those with non-standard tracers e.q. Essilor machines)

91 Open VCA Tracer and select the ‘Import’ tab.
9 Click on the button to the right-hand side of the ‘Folder to scan’ field.

Folder to scan —
| ®

Mamed as

Scan for trace files |

1 A browse window will appear. Locate the folder in which your traces are stored. Highlight
this folder and click ‘0OK'.

9 Once this is done, click the ‘Scan for trace files’ button. This will list all the valid trace files in
the folder you selected.

1 Highlight the desired file to preview. Click the ‘Import’ button to prepare the trace for
transmitting.



Transmitting

When you have created your trace either by tracing or importing then following these steps to send to
Shamir Online:

1 Select the Traces’ tab. Here will be a list of traces ready for upload. It may be necessary to
click the "Refresh List’ button to display all the ready traces.

1 Highlight the trace you want to send to Shamir Online and Click on the "Upload Highlighted’
button.

1 Please note that you are only able to upload one trace at a time.

1 If communicating is successful you should receive the following message:

91 Ifyou are transmitting for the first time you should also see this message:

1 Note you will only see this message the first time you _



